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EMPOWER'’s Vision

A society where there is equality and a thriving democracy that respects diversity.

EMPOWER’s Mission
Empowering Communities for Change

To promote and support actions that advance justice and democracy, based on feminist and human
rights principles, to enable women and youth to realise their own potential.



HIGHLIGHTS OF 2014

January ¢ 13: Coalition of Malaysian NGOs in the UPR Process (COMANGO) Press
Conference on Statement Made by Secretary-General of the Home Ministry
February ¢ 7: Gender Advocacy Training for the Selangor State Government at Kota
Damansara
e 22:1% Delineation Action & Research Team (DART) Roadshow, Johor Bahru
e 27-28: IKAT Workshop for Building the Capacity of Elected Members of
Parliament, Bali
March * 9: National Launch of Delineation Action & Research Team (DART)
¢ 16-21: COMANGO Lobbying around the Human Rights Council Adoption of
Malaysia’s UPR Working Group Report
e 21-23: ASEAN Civil Society Conference/ASEAN Peoples’ Forum 2014,
Yangoon
* 25: Verdict of the People’s Tribunal on the 13" General Election
April ¢ 11-12: EMPOWER'’s Strategic Planning Workshop
* 26: International Women’s Day Celebration: Wanita Peneraju Perubahan
May e 27-29: Civil Society Experience Summit, Bangkok
* 28: Press Conference at Teluk Intan on Sexism and Misogyny Faced by a
Woman Election Candidate
June e 20-23: Women’s Political Participation Training with Orang Asli Women,
Kuantan
July ¢ 8: Press Conference of a Coalition of Groups Calling for the Abolishment of
the Destitute Persons Act 1977
¢ 12: Follow-up Strategic Planning Meeting
* 23-25: APC Partners’ Meeting for APC IMPACT Project, Bangkok
August ¢ 4-5: COMANGO Consultation on Monitoring UPR Recommendations
* 8:BERSIH 2.0 Fundraising Dinner
e 12:1* Meeting with National Level Project Partners for APC IMPACT
¢ 21: Live Tweet Discussion on Rape and #HentikanRogol hosted by 3R
* 23: Citizens against Rape #HentikanRogol Candlelight Vigil
* 24-26: “Women in Political Leadership in Southeast Asia 2014: Experiences,
Challenges and Strategies” Regional Conference, Bali
September e 2-5:Internet Governance Forum, Istanbul
¢ 15: Gerakan Hapus Akta Hasutan (GHAH) Official Launch
* 19: Joint Action Group for Gender Equality Meeting with Chew Mei Fun
¢ 19-21: Orang Asli Training on Documentation and Monitoring Using
Technology and Substantive Legislation and International Instruments
e 24-25: ACSC/APF 2015 1% Regional Consultation
October e 15-17: Regional Conference on Media and Internet Freedom
(#MediaNetAsial4), Kuala Lumpur




* 16: Malaysian Bar Council Walk for Peace and Freedom
* 22-24: Dialogue between CSOs and ASEAN Secretary-General and ASEAN
Secretariat on Human Rights, Jakarta

November e 22: CSO Meeting with the UN Special Rapporteur on The Right of Everyone to
the Enjoyment of the Highest Attainable Standard of Physical and Mental
Health
e 27: 16 Days of Activism Twitter Teach-In on Violence against Indigenous
Women
December * 9: SUARAM Human Rights Award & Launch of Report Overview

* 10: Launch of “Kami Wanita Orang Asli, Dengar Suara Kami!” Documentary
e 11-12:2™ Regional Consultation for ACSC/APF 2015

PRESS STATEMENTS IN 2014

* Stop Selective Persecution: Right to Freedom of Expression (23 January)

* Protect Human Rights Defenders in Malaysia (28 January)

* Joint Statement: Free Speech, Not Hate Speech (7 February)

* International Women’s Day 2014: Inspiring Women'’s Political Participation (7 March)

* International Women’s Day With Community Women: Wanita Peneraju Perubahan (21 April)

* Electoral Politics is No Place for Sexism (22 May)

*  Moving Forward on Women in Politics (28 May)

¢ Revoke Diplomatic Immunity for Sexual Assault (2 July)

* Joint Statement: Abolish Destitute Persons Act 1977 (8 July)

¢ Sexism is not a Malaysian Culture (15 July)

*  MP Siti Zailah Yusof’s Insensitive and Irresponsible Statements (25 July)

¢ Kenyataan Media Bersama: Permintaan Penjelasan dan Perkembangan Isu Warga Miskin
Kota (15 August)

* Joint Statement: Resolve Selangor Crisis, Seize Opportunity to Make History (21 August)

¢ Joint Merdeka Statement (31 August)

* Malaysia Day Statement (16 September)

¢ The Truth is Out: Gender Discrimination Still Entrenched in PAS (17 September)

* #MediaNetAsial4 Organisers’ Statement on the Sedition Act (16 October)

* Joint Statement: Stop the Amendments and Repeal the Destitute Persons Act 1977 (8
December)

* Freedom of Expression is not a Threat (18 December)

All statements are available at http://empowermalaysia.org/work/public-advocacy/




2014 OVERVIEW: REAFFIRMED PRINCIPLES, NEW DIRECTIONS

A strategic planning exercise in 2014 saw a restructuring of EMPOWER’s work into three interlinked
thematic areas: Political Participation, and Economic Empowerment, Civil Liberties.

Under Political Participation, the IKAT programme
ended in 2014 with a number of regional-level
activities. In the same year EMPOWER began
engaging with a new constituency: Orang Asli
women leaders and activists. The organisation also
took up the issue of sexist and misogynistic attacks
against women politicians during the Teluk Intan by-
election and the Selangor political crisis. BERSIH 2.0
saw three momentous occasions: the
announcement of the verdict of the People’s
Tribunal on GE13, the launch of DART, and a massive
fundraising effort.

Economic Empowerment is a new area of work for EMPOWER. This was undertaken based on the
organisation’s engagement with participants of its Women’s Political Participation programme,
many of whom were from low-income communities. For many of the participants, experiences of
gender discrimination, poverty, and economic marginalisation are inseparable in their daily lives.
EMPOWER plans to begin documenting women’s experiences of poverty and economic
marginalisation in 2015.

2014 saw several new developments in the area of Civil Liberties. EMPOWER begun the long-
delayed APC IMPACT (India, Malaysia, Pakistan Advocacy for Change through Technology) project
with the Association of Progressive Communications, Bytes For All (Pakistan) and Digital
Empowerment Foundation (India). As a co-secreteriat of COMANGO, EMPOWER carried out lobbying
and follow-up activities around Malaysia’s 2" UPR, in the shadow of a January statement by the
Secretary-General of the Home Ministry which declared COMANGO to be an “illegal organisation”
(“pertubuhan haram”).

In July, EMPOWER became a founding member of a loose coalition set up to fight punitive sanctions
by the authorities against homeless persons and to call for the abolishment of the Destitute Persons
Act 1977. Later in the year, following a spate of crackdowns under the Sedition Act, the Gerakan
Hapus Akta Hasutan (GHAH) civil society coalition was formed. EMPOWER is a member of this
coalition. In addition, EMPOWER was substantially involved in the ACSC/APF 2015 process as
Malaysian CSOs prepare to host the event.

The 2014 strategic plan also mapped out a three-year communications strategy with the goals of
increasing the organisation’s visibility, maintaining the visibility of women’s human rights as a public
issue, and establishing a conversation on women as an electoral interest group before the 14
General Election in 2017-2018. The organisation’s primary audiences under this strategy include
grassroots communities; urban and rural public in the states of Selangor, Kuala Lumpur, and Perak;
elected representatives, political parties; local and state governments; and other civil society
organisations.

As part of the organisation’s communications work, EMPOWER’s website has been completely
overhauled to reflect its current thematic areas and to better highlight its existing resources.



1. POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

EMPOWER’s political participation programme is aimed at creating a critical mass of women
decision-makers who will promote and implement gender-sensitive policies and laws aligned with
the principles of equality and non-discrimination. Ultimately, this will ensure that women —
especially women from marginalised communities — participate fully in democratic and decision-
making processes at the local and national level.

The barriers to women’s political participation long identified by EMPOWER were evident in the
events that triggered the organisation’s interventions in the Teluk Intan by-election and the Selangor
political crisis. EMPOWER held a joint press conference with Perak Women for Women Society on 28
May to denounce the barrage of sexism and sexualised language directed against a woman
candidate, including from supporters of her political party. The necessity of moving forward the
discourse on women in politics was further highlighted by the double standards and misogynistic
attacks faced by a woman “Menteri Besar” (Chief Minister) candidate in Selangor, including claims
that she was unsuitable for office due to menstruation and that she would be unable to accompany
the Sultan of Selangor on official duties. EMPOWER released a number of statements to counter
these regressive claims.

The visibility of EMPOWER'’s political participation programme in 2014 was aided by media attention
around the by-election and political crisis, as well as a series of interviews by DurianAsean.com, an
online radio station. The interviews, revolving around women in politics and leadership from the
ground, featured not only EMPOWER’s staff but largely graduates of previous trainings and
mentoring. EMPOWER’s website has links to these interviews, carried out in April, June, July, August,
and October: http://empowermalaysia.org/resources/empower-media/

EMPOWER held a belated but heartfelt International Women’s Day celebration on 26 April with the
theme of “Wanita Peneraju Perubahan” in Pandan Indah, Selangor, with communities from Teratai,
Subang, and Kuala Selangor. It was attended by more than 100 participants, some with their
families. The celebration recognised the work and achievements of women grassroots leaders,
without which EMPOWER could not carry out its Political Participation work. Speakers for the event
were:

¢ Janarthani Arumugam, President of EMPOWER

* Normawati binti Ghazali, Administration Officer for the office of the Subang MP

* Tiew Way Keng, State Assemblyperson for Teratai

* Tijah Yok Chopil, coordinator for Jaringan Kampung Orang Asli Se-Malaysia (“JKOASM”)

¢ Arulselvi Nathan, a former Administration Officer for the office of Kuala Selangor MP Dr
Dzulkifli Ahmad and a mentor for the Kuala Selangor community

¢ Dr. Shamila Ali, Ampang Hospital One Stop Crisis Centre

EMPOWER continued in 2014 the Strengthen Capacities and Advocacy of Orang Asli (Indigenous)
Women to Articulate Human Rights and Democracy programme, which commenced in 2013. A
focus group discussion was held with 12 participants from Melaka, Pahang and Negri Sembilan on 27
April to map out issues of concern among Orang Asli communities and devise a training module to
suit their political, social, and economic environment. This was followed by a Women’s Political
Participation training in Kuantan on 22-23 June with 31 participants, incorporating stories and
experiences of Orang Asli women. The workshop drew out more challenges faced by the community,
including issues of land rights, autonomy, and the status of women.




A workshop on Documentation and Monitoring Using Technology and Substantive Legislation and
International Instruments was held on 19-21 September with 12 participants from Negri Sembilan,
Pahang and Melaka. The training focused on the documentation and monitoring of cases and human
rights violations, with sessions on the Aboriginal Peoples Act 1954, CEDAW, UNDRIP and UDHR. As
part of the ongoing follow-up from the training, participants documented on video the struggles
they faced as Orang Asli activists. The results have been put together into a documentary that was
launched on 10 December, titled “Kami Wanita Orang Asli, Dengar Suara Kamil”:
http://youtu.be/iJrVFXILZXM

EMPOWER said goodbye to the IKAT-Kemitraan project in 2014, closing a significant chapter in its
history with a number of regional activities and meetings. On 27-28 February, EMPOWER attended
the IKAT Workshop for Building the Capacity of Elected Members of Parliament in Bali with its
invitees: Kasturi Patto (MP for Batu Kawan), Tiew Way Keng (State Assemblyperson for Teratai), and
Normawati binti Ghazali (Administration Officer of the Office of the MP for Subang). The workshop
focused on the role of Parliaments and elected representatives.

As an IKAT-Kemitraan partner, EMPOWER'’s Executive Director Maria Chin Abdullah was invited to
attend the Civil Society Experience Summit, co-hosted by Regional Development Mission for Asia
(RDMA) and the UNDP’s Regional Centre in Bangkok on 27-29 May. Finally, to close out the project,
the “Women in Political Leadership in Southeast Asia 2014: Experiences, Challenges and Strategies”
Regional Conference was held in Bali on 24-26 August. EMPOWER attended the conference with
Fuziah Salleh (Member of Parliament for Kuantan), Rodziah Ismail (State Assemblyperson for Batu
Tiga), and Dyana Sofya Mohd Daud of the Democratic Action Party, who accepted the organisation’s
invitation to the event. All spoke on panels during the conference.

The Coalition for Clean and Fair Elections (BERSIH 2.0) Secretariat — placed under the Electoral
Reform programme — had a busy year. It started off with the 9 March launch of the Delineation
Action and Research Team (DART) initiative, aimed at ensuring fair and constitutional delineation by
the Election Commission. In 2014, DART carried out two phases: Phase | consisting of a nation-wide
educational roadshow, and Phase Il which consisted of the drive to ‘recruit’ as many voters to be
objectors. Phase Il is expected to begin in 2015.

The launch of DART was swiftly followed by the announcement of the verdict of the People’s
Tribunal on GE13, held on 25 March. Its report was released later in the year and is available online.
Another significant event was a massive fundraising campaign, culminating in a dinner on 8 August.

For a more detailed annual report for BERSIH 2.0, please refer to: http.//www.bersih.org/bersih-
annual-report-2014/



2. CIVIL LIBERTIES

EMPOWER focuses on three aspects of civil liberties: freedom of expression, freedom of
information, and freedom of association. Programmes and activities under this area of work are
aimed at opening spaces for diverse voices in Malaysia and strengthening the protection of
fundamental rights and freedoms.

In 2014, the APC IMPACT (India, Malaysia, Pakistan Advocacy for Change through Technology)
project began in earnest. Carried out in partnership with the Association of Progressive
Communications, Bytes For All (Pakistan) and Digital Empowerment Foundation (India), APC IMPACT
aims to address restrictions on the internet by promoting and protecting internet rights.

Under this project, two meetings with prospective national-level project partners were held on 12
August and 25" November, leading to the setting up of a National Steering Committee. Issues
specific to Malaysia identified through these meetings include:

* Increased surveillance by the State on internet users;

* Harassment of internet users including raiding of offices and confiscation of computers;

* Blocking or restricting access to websites; and

* Prosecution of internet users over statements and/or remarks deemed seditious and
threatening to national security.

EMPOWER also begun work on a country report for Malaysia based on the La Rue Framework as part
of this project, to be launched at a national consultation in 2015.

EMPOWER was one of the organisers of the Regional Conference on Media and Internet Freedom
2014 (MediaNetAsia 2014), with the APC, Centre for Independent Journalism (ClJ), Centre for the
Study of Communications and Culture of the University of Nottingham Malaysia, and Southeast
Asian Press Alliance (SEAPA). The event was held from 15-17 October. Organising and participating in
the event created an opportunity for EMPOWER to network with diverse groups and individuals
working within the larger ambit of media and internet rights and freedoms in the Southeast Asian
region.

As one of the co-secretariats of the Coalition of Malaysian NGOs in the UPR Process (COMANGO),
EMPOWER had a busy and challenging first half of the year. In a media statement released in January
2014, the Secretary-General of the Home Ministry declared COMANGO to be an “illegal
organisation.” In February, however, it appeared that the statement on the Home Ministry’s website
has been quietly amended to remove the phrase “COMANGO dengan itu merupakan sebuah
pertubuhan haram” (“COMANGO is therefore an illegal organisation”).

The serious backlash against human rights faced by COMANGO in 2013 from fundamentalist and
ethno-nationalist groups continued in 2014, particularly around the adoption of the outcome report
on Malaysia’s 2" universal periodic review (UPR) by the Human Rights Council in March. COMANGO
made a concerted effort to engage with embassies in Malaysia and to connect with the UN human
rights system at the HRC session. EMPOWER was represented by a member and a staff for the CSO
lobbying in Geneva, where Communications Officer Yasmin Masidi delivered a statement on
indigenous rights and the rights of non-citizens.

EMPOWER organised a follow-up event after the adoption of the outcome report: the Coalition of
Malaysian NGOs in the UPR Process (COMANGO) Consultation on Monitoring UPR
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Recommendations on 4-5 August. Malaysia’s acceptance of UPR recommendations was
disappointing in some areas, particularly recommendations that required concrete timelines and
actions. At the consultation, COMANGO endorsees agreed to submit a mid-term report in 2016 and
to monitor Malaysia’s implementation of UPR recommendations in five thematic areas:

¢ Civil and Political Rights

* Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights

* Groupings of people (Women, Indigenous, Disabilities, Asylum seekers, Refugees)
* |Institutions and mechanisms

* Freedom of Religion and Racism

2014 also saw the formation of new civil society coalitions to address specific human rights issues in
Malaysia. In July, following reports of sanctions against homeless persons and soup kitchens in Kuala
Lumpur, a loose coalition of NGOs and other groups working on issues of homelessness was
formed. It soon became obvious that the problem was much bigger than a simple ban against soup
kitchens operating in certain areas. The authorities had been carrying out operations against the
homeless under the he Destitute Persons Act 1977, which allows the Government to round-up and
forcefully detain the homeless in rehabilitation centres.

EMPOWER was a founding member of this coalition, later called the Coalition of the Urban Poor. The
coalition called for the abolishment of the Destitute Persons Act and for meaningful consultation
with the homeless community before enacting relevant laws and policies. The coalition also
submitted information to the UN Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of
the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health during his country visit to Malaysia
from 19 November to 2 December.

EMPOWER also became part of a newly-established civil society initiative to abolish the Sedition Act
1948, the Gerakan Hapus Akta Hasutan (GHAH, Abolish the Sedition Act Movement), launched on
15 September. There was a dramatic increase in investigations and prosecutions under the Sedition
Act, with 44 persons charged or investigated in 2014 compared to 15 cases in 2013 and 7 in 2012,
necessitating a strong civil society response. On 16 October, GHAH members including EMPOWER
participated in the Bar Council’s Walk for Peace and Freedom, calling for the abolition of the Sedition
Act.



3. ENGAGING WITH NETWORKS

EMPOWER engaged with various campaigns on violence against women in 2014. The organisation
took part in the Citizens Against Rape #HentikanRogol candlelight vigil, organised by the Joint Action
Group for Gender Equality (JAG), and activities leading up to the event:

* Organised a silk-screening workshop to create t-shirts for the vigil on 19 August

* Participated in a live-tweet discussion on rape on 21 August, organised by 3R

* Participated in the #HentikanRogol social media campaign, creating a series of infographics:
http://infogr.am/empowermalaysia

As part of the international 16 Days of Activism campaign organised by the Center for Women's
Global Leadership, EMPOWER held a Twitter teach-in on violence against indigenous women on 27
November — a first-time participation! The complete series of tweets can be viewed at:
https://storify.com/empowermalaysia/16days-of-activism-gbvteachin

The organisation was also part of a 19 September meeting between JAG and the Deputy Minister
for Women, Family and Community Development, Chew Mei Fun, on a number of women’s human
rights issues including: a proposed standalone Sexual Harassment Act, amendments to the Child Act,
the enforcement of maintenance orders, the status of Malaysia’s State CEDAW report, the
monitoring of UPR recommendations, the Ministry’s engagement with Orang Asli women, and
gender-responsive budgeting.

In November, EMPOWER organised a CSO meeting with the UN Special Rapporteur on the right of
everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. The
organisation also made a submission on behalf of the Coalition of the Urban Poor. Organisations
who attended the meeting represented a wide range of health concerns, from persons in detention
to environmental degradation.

Finally, EMPOWER looks forward to the ASEAN Civil Society Conference/ASEAN People Forum 2015
to be held in Malaysia, and seeing the results of its engagement with ASEAN process in 2014.
EMPOWER is part of the thematic groups for elections and democracy as well as FOE/FOI/FOA,
drawing on its engagement with the issues and other CSOs through BERSIH 2.0 and APC IMPACT. The
organisation participated in the two regional consultations for ACSC/APF 2015 that were held in
2014, and its Executive Director also took part in the Dialogue between CSOs and ASEAN Secretary-
General and ASEAN Secretariat on Human Rights, Jakarta, in October. Unfortunately, Maria Chin
Abdullah was rejected as the Malaysian CSO representative for the Interface Meeting between Civil
Society and the ASEAN Heads of State in May, which drew criticism from the Malaysian ACSC/APF
national organising committee.
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4. GOVERNANCE AND OPERATIONS

The executive committee for 2014 were:

President: Janarthani Arumugam
Vice-President: Pook Li Yoon
Treasurer: Tan Juan Seng Alvin
Secretary: Nazreen Nizam

Committee Members: Noel Dass
Thency Gunasekaran
Lau Shu Shi

The staff members for 2014 were:

Executive Director: Maria Chin Abdullah

Programme Officers:  Wong Kar Fai (Women’s Political Participation)
Yasmin Masidi (Communications)

BERSIH 2.0 Secretariat: Mandeep Singh (Programme Manager)
Chuah Siew Eng (Media and Communications)
Zoe Randhawa (Advocacy)

Admin and Finance: Leong Mee Nan @ Mei Yun (Finance)
Siti Nor bt Yatim Mustafa (Admin)

EMPOWER also welcomed Maisarah Najib as the APC IMPACT coordinator from July to September
2014.
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5. FINANCIAL REPORT

Pending the finalisation of the audited report from the auditors, EMPOWER made a total income of
largely from grants
(RM431,829.35). The total expenditure were RM1,006,975.90, with RM477,759.61 going to project
costs and RM420,742.12 going to personnel costs.

RM1,164,900.40 in 2014,

Income for 2014
GRANTS RECEIVED
Donation

Fee

Interest

Books

other

Expenditure for 2014

Project cost

Personnel cost

Inst. & Org. Development
Adm & Overhead

OFFICE RENOVATION

(RM438,522.35)

Amount (RM) %
438,522.35 38%
431,829.35 37%
241,503.52 21%

14,731.26 1%
2,744.00 0.24%

35,569.92 3%
1,164,900.40 100%

Amount (RM) %
477,759.61 47%
420,742.12 42%

39,260.80 4%

61,890.51 6%

7,322.90 1%
1,006,975.94 100%

and donations
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